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Redevelopment Of Hospital Site To Start By Early 2021
 BY RAY HUARD
Tuesday, April 28, 2020
The transformation of the former Palomar Health hospital campus
on the edge of downtown Escondido into a residential community could
begin in less than a year. “Our goal would be to start demolition of the
buildings late this year or early next year,” said Lance Waite, a partner
in Integral Communities. Estimated to cost $200 million, the Palomar
Heights project is meant to be a visual landmark for the city with a 75foot icon tower that would include a sky-lounge restaurant.

RISING STAR

Focal Point
“As you’re driving up Grand Avenue, it’s a focal point,” Waite said.
“When you see this icon building at night and that restaurant lit up,
it’s going to be something the city of Escondido will be very proud of.”
The project would include 162 for-sale townhomes, 258 rental apartments for families and 90 apartments targeted at people 55 and over but
not age restricted, said Ninia Hammond, project manager for Integral
Communities.
“With the mix of housing, this will be an exceptional premier community for the city of Escondido,” Hammond said.
Waite said the apartments in the age-targeted portion of the development would be smaller than in the rest of the project with mostly
studio and one-bedroom apartments ranging from 550 square feet to
800 square feet.
In the family area, units would range from about 750 square feet to
about 1,800 square feet, Waite said.
The for-sale units would be priced from the mid-$400,000 to the mid$500,000, Waite said.
Apartment rents have yet to be set.
The project also would have 10,000 square feet of retail space.

example, in one version that was planned as of February 2019, the
project would have had 450 units in a combination of rental apartments and for-sale condominiums.
As directions from City Council shifted, Waite said more emphasis
was put on putting more housing on the site.
“Whenever you do a project that’s located in the key part of a
downtown, a lot of people have a lot of opinions on what it should
be,” Waite said.
He said Integral Communities has worked with the community and
city officials in refining its project.
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Dubbed “the problem solver” by his clients, Li has developed unique

strategies that emphasize the use of efficient and creative solutions,
resulting in successful resolutions and settlements on numerous
employment and business litigation matters.

